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2018-2019 

 

Lion. A Long Way Home 
 

 

 

by Saroo Brierley 

 

Penguin  

 

Genre: Nonfiction, Memoir 
 

 

 

  
  Can you imagine being lost and not finding your way home again? 
 
  Saroo became lost on a train in India at the age of five. Not knowing the name of his 

family or where he was from, he survived for weeks on the streets of Kolkata, before 
being taken into an orphanage and adopted by a couple in Australia. 

 
  Despite being happy in his new family, Saroo always wondered about his origins. He 

spent hours staring at the map of India on his bedroom wall. When he was a young 
man the advent of Google Earth led him to pore over satellite images of the country 
for landmarks he recognised. And one day, after years of searching, he miraculously 
found what he was looking for. Then he set off on a journey to find his mother. 

 
  A true story of survival and triumph against incredible odds 
 

 

Review     Video 

Summit Daily     An interview with Saroo Brierley 

      Movie trailer 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://www.summitdaily.com/explore-summit/book-review-a-long-way-home-by-saroo-brierley/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYovTcVyJU0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RNI9o06vqo
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2018-2019 

An Event in Autumn 

 

 

 

by Henning Mankell 

 

Vintage 

 

Genre: Mystery 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   
  Soon after Inspector Kurt Wallander moves into a new house with a charming 

garden, he makes an upsetting discovery: there is a hand--indeed, an entire corpse-
-buried in a shallow grave in the garden. It's the responsibility of the local police to 
handle the investigation...but Wallander, even though busy with another case, is 
soon drawn into the search for the truth about his new home, and its previous owner. 

 
 
 
Review      

The Sydney Morning Herald   

 

 

 

  

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/books/book-review-an-event-in-autumn-by-henning-mankell-farewells-kurt-wallander-20150223-11jr8n.html
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The Curious Charms 
of Arthur Pepper 

 

 

by Phaedra Patrick 

 

Mira 

 

Genre: Fiction 

 

 

 
 

 
  Sixty-nine-year-old Arthur Pepper lives a simple life. He gets out of bed at precisely 

7:30 a.m., just as he did when his wife, Miriam, was alive. He dresses in the same gray 
slacks and mustard sweater vest, waters his fern, Frederica, and heads out to his 
garden.  

 
  But on the one-year anniversary of Miriam's death, something changes. Sorting 

through Miriam's possessions, Arthur finds an exquisite gold charm bracelet he's 
never seen before. What follows is a surprising and unforgettable odyssey that takes 
Arthur from London to Paris and as far as India in an epic quest to find out the truth 
about his wife's secret life before they met--a journey that leads him to find hope, 
healing and self-discovery in the most unexpected places.  

 

 
Review 

Washington Independent 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY  

http://www.washingtonindependentreviewofbooks.com/index.php/bookreview/the-curious-charms-of-arthur-pepper-a-novel
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The Giver 
 

 

by Lois Lowry 

 

HMH Books for Young Readers 

 

Genre:  Fiction 

 

 

 
 

  

  Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under control. There is no war or fear of pain. 
There are no choices. Every person is assigned a role in the community. Jonas lives 
in a seemingly ideal world. 

 

  When Jonas turns 12 he is singled out to receive special training from The Giver. The 
Giver alone holds the memories of the true pain and pleasure of life. Not until he is 
given his life assignment as the Receiver does Jonas begin to understand the dark 
secrets behind this fragile community. Now, it is time for Jonas to receive the truth. 
There is no turning back. 

 
 

Review     Video 

The Guardian     Interview with Louis Lowry 
Movie trailer 

 
Literary awards 
Newbery Medal (1994), Golden Duck Award for Hal Clement Award for Young Adult (1994), 
among many others. 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2014/sep/06/review-the-giver-lois-lowry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYGGs2lxtjY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxFJvlWqphM
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Jar City 
 

 

by Arnaldur Indridason 

 

Vintage Books 

 

Genre:  Mystery Thriller 

 

 

 
 

  
  A man is found murdered in his Reykjavik flat. There are no obvious clues apart from 

a cryptic note left on the body and a photograph of a young girl's grave. Detective 
Erlendur is forced to use all the forensic resources available to find any leads at all. 
Delving into the dead man's life he discovers that forty years ago he was accused of 
an appalling crime. Did his past come back to haunt him? Finally, Erlendur's search 
leads him to Iceland's Genetic Research Centre in order to find the disturbing 
answers to the mystery. 

 
  This prizewinning international bestseller is the first in a new series of crime novels 

set in Iceland. 
 

 

Review 

The Independent 

 

Literary awards 

2002 Glass Key award (for best Nordic crime fiction novel) 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/reviews/jar-city-by-arnaldur-indridason-trans-bernard-scudder-48067.html
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2017-2018 

 

Arctic Chill 
 

 

 

by Arnaldur Indriðason 

 

Vintage  

 

Genre: Crime, Murder mystery 

 

 

 

  
  On a January day the Reykjavik police are called to a block of flats where a body has 

been found: a young boy frozen to the ground in a pool of his own blood. The 
discovery of a stab wound on his stomach extinguishes any hope that this was an 
accident. Erlendur & his team embark on their investigation with little to go on and 
soon unearth tensions simmering beneath the surface of Iceland's outwardly liberal, 
multicultural society. Meanwhile, the boy's murder forces Erlendur to confront the 
tragedy in his own past. 

 
 

Arnaldur received the Glass Key Award, a literature prize for the best Nordic crime 
novel, in 2002 and 2003. He won the Crime Writers' Association Gold Dagger Award in 
2005 for his novel Silence of the Grave. He won the RBA International Prize for Crime 
Writing in 2013 for Shadow Alley. 
 
 
Review 

Washington Post 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glass_Key_award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crime_Writers%27_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RBA_International_Prize_for_Crime_Writing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RBA_International_Prize_for_Crime_Writing
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/10/11/AR2009101101616.html
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2017-2018 

The Hen Who Dreamed 
She Could Fly 

 

 

by Sun-Mi Hwang 

 

Penguin 

 

Genre: Fiction 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   
  This is the story of a hen named Sprout. No longer content to lay eggs on command, 

only to have them carted off to the market, she glimpses her future every morning 
through the barn doors, where the other animals roam free, and comes up with a 
plan to escape into the wild—and to hatch an egg of her own. 

 
  An anthem for freedom, individuality and motherhood featuring a plucky, spirited 

heroine who rebels against the tradition-bound world of the barnyard, The Hen Who 
Dreamed She Could Fly is a novel of universal resonance that also opens a window on 
Korea, where it has captivated millions of readers. And with its array of animal 
characters—the hen, the duck, the rooster, the dog, the weasel—it calls to mind such 
classics in English as Animal Farm and Charlotte’s Web. 

 
 
 
Review     Video 

Washington Independent   A bestselling fable from Korea winning hearts 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.washingtonindependentreviewofbooks.com/bookreview/the-hen-who-dreamed-she-could-fly
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTtVohLb9DY
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2017-2018 

 

The Endless Steppe 
 

 

by Esther Hautzig 

 

Penguin 

 

Genre: Autobiography 

             Young Adult 

 

 
 

 
  It is June 1941. The Rudomin family has been arrested by the Russians as they are 

regarded "capitalists and enemies of the people”. Forced from their home and 
friends in Vilna, Poland, they are herded into crowded cattle cars. Their destination: 
the endless steppe of Siberia. 

 
  For five years, Esther and her family live in exile, weeding potato fields and working 

in the mines, struggling for enough food and clothing to stay alive. Only the strength 
of family sustains them and gives them hope for the future. 

 

 

Literary awards 

Lewis Carroll Shelf Award (1971), Sydney Taylor Book Award (1968). 
 

Review 

The Guardian 

 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2013/jul/05/review-esther-hautzig-endless-steppe
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2017-2018 

A Street Cat Named Bob 
 

 

by James Bowen 

 

Penguin 

 

Genre:  Non-fiction 

 

 

 

  

  When James Bowen found an injured, ginger street cat curled up in the hallway of his 
sheltered accommodation, he had no idea just how much his life was about to change. 
James was living hand to mouth on the streets of London and the last thing he needed 
was a pet. 

 

  Yet James couldn't resist helping the strikingly intelligent tom cat, whom he quickly 
christened Bob. He slowly nursed Bob back to health and then sent the cat on his 
way, imagining he would never see him again. But Bob had other ideas. 

 

  Soon the two were inseparable and their diverse, comic and occasionally dangerous 
adventures would transform both their lives, slowly healing the scars of each other's 
troubled pasts. 

 

  A Street Cat Named Bob is a moving and uplifting story that will touch the heart of 
anyone who reads it. 

 
 

Review     Video 
Huffington Post    Interview with James Bowen 

Movie trailer 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/05/james-bowen-and-a-street-_n_2078890.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0GO2cK04E0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ai3hleBXRpo
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2017-2018 

Tales of the Unexpected 
 

 

by Roald Dahl 

 

Penguin 

 

Genre:  Adult Fiction 

              Short stories 

 

 
 

  
  A wine connoisseur with an infallible palate and a sinister taste in wagers. A decrepit 

old man with a masterpiece tattooed on his back. A voracious adventuress, a gentle 
cuckold, and a garden sculpture that becomes an instrument of sadistic vengeance. 
Social climbers who climb a bit too quickly. Philanderers whose deceptions are a 
trifle too ornate. Impeccable servants whose bland masks slip for one vertiginous 
instant. 

 
  In these deliciously nasty stories an internationally acclaimed practitioner of the 

short narrative works his own brand of black magic: tantalizing, amusing, and 
sometimes terrifying readers into a new sense of what lurks beneath the ordinary. 
Included in Roald Dahl's Tales of the Unexpected are such notorious gems of the 
bizarre as "The Sound Machine," "Lamb to Slaughter," "Neck," and "The Landlady." 

 
 

Review 

 

Roald Dahl’s short story collection Tales of the Unexpected was adapted to a successful TV series 
of the same name. 

“We all have our moments of brilliance and glory, and this was mine.” 
― Roald Dahl, Boy: Tales of Childhood 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://guiltlessreading.blogspot.com.es/2010/05/tales-of-unexpected-by-roald-dahl.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0vJztcnMOo&list=PLlK1qqFLYElXHgKH_H2MuExm5l3D9KVKv
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/113746


EOI BILBO HEO 

  

 

2016-2017 

The Boy at the Top of 
the Mountain 

 

 

 

by John Boyne 

 

Transworld Publishers  

 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

 
 

 

  
  When Pierrot becomes an orphan, he must leave his home in Paris for a new life with 

his Aunt Beatrix, a servant in a wealthy household at the top of the German 
mountains. But this is no ordinary time, for it is 1935 and the Second World War is 
fast approaching; and this is no ordinary house, for this is the Berghof, the home of 
Adolf Hitler. 

 

  Quickly, Pierrot is taken under Hitler's wing, and is thrown into an increasingly 
dangerous new world: a world of terror, secrets and betrayal, from which he may 
never be able to escape. 

 
 

Shortlisted for Irish Book Award: Children’s Book of the Year 
Shortlisted for Children’s Books Ireland Book of the Year 
 
Review     Video 

The Guardian     John Boyne on The Boy at the Top of the Mountain 

 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/oct/07/the-boy-at-the-top-of-the-mountain-review-john-boyne
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oiIz4SdkJSM
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2016-2017 

 

Unseen 

 

 

by Mari Jungstedt 

 

Corgi 

 

Genre: Mystery 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  The island of Gotland is in the middle of a busy tourist season and getting ready for 

Midsummer, the 4th of July of Swedish holidays, when a young woman and her dog 
are found brutally murdered. What looks like a crime committed by the victim's 
jealous husband keeps the local police force on their toes. Then a second victim is 
found. A serial killer terrorizes tourists and locals alike, and Inspector Anders Knutas 
has to face additional pressure from the media and local politicians who are worried 
… 

 
 
 
 
Review 

The Independent    Mari Jungstedt’s official website 

 

 
 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/reviews/unseen-by-mari-jungstedt-trans-tiina-nunnally-6229538.html%20about%20bad%20PR%20for%20the%20island.
http://www.marijungstedt.se/en/
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2016-2017 

Monsieur Linh 
and His Child 

 

 

by Philippe Claudel 

 

MacLehose Press 

 

Genre: Fiction 

 

 

 
 

 
  Traumatized by memories of his war-ravaged country, and with his son and 

daughter-in-law dead, Monsieur Linh travels to a foreign land to bring the child in 
his arms to safety. The other refugees in the detention centre are unsure how to help 
the old man; his caseworkers are compassionate, but overworked. And then he 
encounters Monsieur Bark. Neither speaks the other's language, but Monsieur Bark 
is sympathetic to the foreigner's need to care for the child. Recently widowed and 
equally alone, he is eager to talk, and Monsieur Linh knows how to listen. The two 
men share their solitude, and find friendship in an unlikely dialogue between two 
very different cultures. 

 

 
Reviews 

The Independent  

Bookatlas 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/reviews/monsieur-linh-and-his-child-by-philippe-claudel-trans-euan-cameron-2289430.html
https://bookatlas.wordpress.com/2011/04/28/monsieur-linh-and-his-child/
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The Preacher 
 

 

by Camilla Lackberg 

 

Harper Collins 

 

Genre: Crime 

 

 

 

 

  
  In the fishing community of Fjällbacka, life is remote, peaceful, and for some, 

tragically short. Foul play was always suspected in the disappearance twenty years 
ago of two young campers, but their bodies were never found. But now, a young boy 
out playing has confirmed the grim truth. Their remains are discovered alongside 
those of a fresh victim, sending the tiny town into shock. 

  Local detective Patrik Hedström, expecting a baby with his girlfriend Erica, can only 
imagine what it is like to lose a child. When a second young girl goes missing, 
Hedström's attention focuses on the Hults, a feuding clan of misfits, religious fanatics 
and criminals. The suspect list is long but time is short—which of this family's dark 
secrets will provide the vital clue? 

 
 

Review 

Timeless Books    Camilla Lackberg’s official website 

 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.timelessbooks.com.au/reviews/book/131/the-preacher
http://www.camillalackberg.com/
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Boy: Tales of Childhood 
 

 

  by Roald Dahl 

 

  Puffin Books 

 

  Genre: Autobiography 

  Humour 

 

 

 

  

  Throughout his young days at school and just afterwards, a number of things 
happened to Roald Dahl, which made such a tremendous impression he never forgot 
them. Boy is the remarkable story of Roald Dahl's childhood; tales of exciting and 
strange things - some funny, some frightening, all true. 

 

 
Literary award 
Boston Globe-Horn Books Book Award for Excellence in Children’s Literature (1985) 
 
Review     Video 
The Guardian     Roald Dahl’s Biography 
 
 
Extract read online 

 
 

“We all have our moments of brilliance and glory, and this was mine.” 
― Roald Dahl, Boy: Tales of Childhood 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2013/oct/07/review-roald-dahl-boy-tales-of-childhood
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A48OHQ5SlIo
http://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/stories/1980s/boy-tales-of-childhood
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/113746
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The London Eye 
Mystery 

 

 

by Siobhan Dowd 

 

Corgi 

 

Genre: Mystery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  Monday, 24 May, 11.32 a.m. Ted and Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board the 

London Eye. He turns and waves and the pod rises from the ground. 

  Monday, 24 May, 12.02 p.m. The pod lands and the doors open. People exit in all 
shapes and sizes – but where is Salim? 

  Ted and his older sister Kat become sleuthing partners since the police are having no 
luck. Despite their prickly relationship, they overcome their differences to follow a 
trail of clues across London in a desperate bid to find their cousin … 

 

 
Literary awards 

Winner of the Bisto Irish Book of the Year Award 2008 
Winner of the Redhouse Children’s Book Award 2008 
 
Review     Video 
The Guardian     Summary

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2012/dec/20/review-the-london-eye-mystery-siobhan-dowd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwSkCnMJ3b0
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2015-2016 

The Two Faces of 
January 

 
      

 

  by Patricia Highsmith 

 

  Sphere  

 

  Genre: Psychological Thriller 

 

 

 

  Two men meet in the picturesque backstreets of Athens. Chester MacFarland is 
a conman with multiple false identities, near the end of his rope and on the run 
with his young wife Colette. Rydal Keener is a young drifter looking for 
adventure: he finds it in one evening as the law catches up to Chester and 
Colette, and their fates become fatally entwined. 

 
  Patricia Highsmith draws us deep into a cross-European game of cat and mouse 

in this masterpiece of suspense from the author of The Talented Mr Ripley. 
 
 
Book review  
 
About the writer     Film Trailer 
More P. Highsmith novels    Trailer 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://margotmcgovern.wordpress.com/2014/06/03/book-review-the-two-faces-of-january-by-patricia-highsmith/
http://chooseyourhighsmith.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TrRHmhIDfjg
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2015-2016 

The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the 

Night-Time 
 

 

by Mark Haddon 

 

Vintage 

 

Genre: Fiction 
 

 

 

 

 

  Christopher, a fifteen-year-old boy with an autistic spectrum condition, lives with his 
father; he explains that his mother, Judy, died two years ago. He discovers the dead 
body of Wellington, the neighbour's dog, speared by a garden fork. Mrs Shears, 
Wellington's owner, calls the police, and Christopher comes under suspicion. When a 
policeman touches him, he hits the policeman, and is arrested, then released with 
a police caution. He decides to investigate the dog's death, despite his father's orders 
to stay out of other people's business. However, he is severely limited by his fears and 
difficulties when interpreting the world around him. Throughout his adventures, 
Christopher records his experiences in a book: a "murder mystery novel" … 

 

Literary awards 
Man Booker Prize Nominee for Longlist (2003), Los Angeles Times Book Prize (2003) 
 
Website      Video 
Mark Haddon   Interview with Mark Haddon 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.markhaddon.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvpESDINMTU


EOI BILBO HEO 

  

 

2015-2016 

The Kabul Beauty 
School 

 

 

by Deborah Rodriguez 

 

Random House 

 

Genre: Autobiography 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Soon after the fall of the Taliban in 2001, Deborah Rodriguez went to Afghanistan as 
part of a group offering humanitarian aid to this war-torn nation. Surrounded by 
men and women whose skills–as doctors, nurses, and therapists–seemed eminently 
more practical than her own, Rodriguez, a hairdresser and mother of two from 
Michigan, despaired of being of any real use. Yet she soon found she had a gift for 
befriending Afghans, and once her profession became known she was eagerly sought 
out by Westerners desperate for a good haircut and by Afghan women, who have a 
long and proud tradition of running their own beauty salons. Thus an idea was born.  

 
  With the help of corporate and international sponsors, the Kabul Beauty School 

welcomed its first class in 2003 ... 
 
 
Video       About the writer 
Movie Trailer      Deborah Rodriguez 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eH77H6EHx54
http://www.debbierodriguez.com/kabul.php
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2015-2016 

A Lion Called 
Christian 

 

 

 

by Anthony Bourke 

      & John Rendall 

 

Bantam 

 

Genre: Autobiography 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   A Lion Called Christian tells the remarkable story of how Anthony “Ace” Bourke and 
John Rendall, visitors to London from Australia in 1969, bought the boisterous lion 
cub in the pet department of Harrods. For several months, the three of them shared 
a flat above a furniture shop on London’s King’s Road, where the charismatic and 
intelligent Christian quickly became a local celebrity, cruising the streets in the back 
of a Bentley, popping in for lunch at a local restaurant, even posing for a fashion 
advertisement. But the lion cub was growing up … 
 
 
The Film      About the writers 
Documentary      Official Website 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4enNZqNrwYc
http://www.alioncalledchristian.com.au/
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2015-2016 

The Hunger Games 

 

 

 

  by Suzanne Collins 

 

  Scholastic Press 

 

  Genre: Adventure 

             Young-adult fiction 

 
 

  The nation of Panem, formed from a post-apocalyptic North America, is a country 
that consists of a wealthy Capitol region surrounded by 12 poorer districts. Early in 
its history, a rebellion led by a 13th district against the Capitol resulted in its 
destruction and the creation of an annual televised event known as the Hunger 
Games. In punishment, and as a reminder of the power and grace of the Capitol, each 
district must yield one boy and one girl between the ages of 12 and 18 through a 
lottery system to participate in the games. The 'tributes' are chosen during the 
annual Reaping and are forced to fight to the death, leaving only one survivor. 

  When 16-year-old Katniss's young sister, Prim, is selected as District 12's female 
representative, Katniss volunteers to take her place. She and her male counterpart 
Peeta, are pitted against bigger, stronger representatives, some of whom have 
trained for this their whole lives so, she sees it as a death sentence. But Katniss has 
been close to death before. For her, survival is second nature. 
 

Awards  
USA Today Bestseller, New York Times Bestseller  
 
Review      Video 
The Guardian      Trailer 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/nov/22/review-the-hunger-games-suzanne-collins
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGQTWsvxiTw


EOI BILBO HEO 2014-2015 

Between Shades of Gray 
 

 

by Ruta Sepetys 

 

Penguin 

 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

             Young Adult 

 

 

 
 

  In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina is preparing for art school, first dates, and all that 
summer has to offer. But one night, the Soviet secret police barge violently into her 
home, deporting her along with her mother and younger brother. They are being 
sent to Siberia. Lina's father has been separated from the family and sentenced to 
death in a prison camp. All is lost. 

  Lina fights for her life, fearless, vowing that if she survives she will honor her family, 
and the thousands like hers, by documenting their experience in her art and writing. 
She risks everything to use her art as messages, hoping they will make their way to 
her father's prison camp to let him know they are still alive. 

  It is a long and harrowing journey, and it is only their incredible strength, love, and 
hope that pull Lina and her family through each day. But will love be enough to keep 
them alive? 
 

Literary awards     Review 

Golden Kite Award for Fiction (1012)   The Guardian 
Finalist for the Carnegie Medal in the UK  
A New York Times Notable Book 
 
Official Website     Video 
Between Shades of Gray    Ruta Sepetys on Between Shades of Gray 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2013/may/31/review-between-shades-grey-ruta-sepetys
http://www.betweenshadesofgray.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPiQ_LuKtDE
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2014-2015 

Silence of the Grave 

 

 

  by Arnaldur Indridason 

 

  Vintage 

 

  Genre: Mystery 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

  Building work in an expanding Reykjavík uncovers a shallow grave. 
 
  Years before, this part of the city was all open hills, and Erlendur and his team hope  

this is a typical Icelandic missing person scenario; perhaps someone once lost in the 
snow, who has lain peacefully buried for decades. Things are never that simple. 

 
  Whilst Erlendur struggles to hold together the crumbling fragments of his own 

family, his case unearths many other tales of family pain. The hills have more than 
one tragic story to tell: tales of failed relationships and heartbreak; of anger, 
domestic violence and fear; of family loyalty and family shame. Few people are still 
alive who can tell the story, but even secrets taken to the grave cannot remain 
hidden forever... 
 

Literary awards 
2003 Glass Key award (for Nordic crime fiction novel) 
2005 Gold Dagger (from the British Crime Writers' Association)  
 
 
Review      An interview with the writer 
New York Times     The Guardian 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/10/22/books/review/Crime.t.html
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2006/jun/17/featuresreviews.guardianreview11
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2014-2015 

Too Much Happiness 

 

 

by Alice Munro 

 

Vintage 

 

Genre: Short Stories 

 

 
 
 
 

  Ten superb new stories by one of our most beloved and admired writers—the winner 
of the 2009 Man Booker International Prize.  

 
  In the first story a young wife and mother receives release from the unbearable pain 

of losing her three children from a most surprising source. In another, a young 
woman, in the aftermath of an unusual and humiliating seduction, reacts in a clever 
if less-than-admirable fashion. Other stories uncover the “deep-holes” in a marriage, 
the unsuspected cruelty of children, and how a boy’s disfigured face provides both 
the good things in his life and the bad. And in the long title story, we accompany 
Sophia Kovalevsky -a late-nineteenth-century Russian émigré and mathematician- 
on a winter journey that takes her from the Riviera, where she visits her lover, to 
Paris, Germany, and, Denmark, where she has a fateful meeting with a local doctor, 
and finally to Sweden, where she teaches at the only university in Europe willing to 
employ a female mathematician. 
 

Reviews 
New York Times 
The Guardian 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/29/books/review/Cohen-t.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2009/aug/15/alice-munro-too-much-happiness


EOI BILBO HEO 

  

 

2014-2015 

Funny in Farsi 

 

 

  by Firoozeh Dumas 

 

  Random House 

 

  Genres: 

       Autobiography/Memoir 

       Humour 

 
 

  In 1972, when she was seven, Firoozeh Dumas and her family moved from Iran to 
Southern California, arriving with no firsthand knowledge of this country beyond 
her father’s glowing memories of his graduate school years here. More family soon 
followed, and the clan has been here ever since. 

 

  Funny in Farsi chronicles the American journey of Dumas’s wonderfully engaging 
family: her engineer father, a sweetly quixotic dreamer who first sought riches on 
Bowling for Dollars and in Las Vegas, and later lost his job during the Iranian 
revolution; her elegant mother, who never fully mastered English (nor cared to); her 
uncle, who combated the effects of American fast food with an army of miraculous 
American weight-loss gadgets; and Firoozeh herself, who as a girl changed her name 
to Julie, and who encountered a second wave of culture shock when she met and 
married a Frenchman, becoming part of a one-couple melting pot. 
 

Literary awards 
Thurber Prize for American Humor Finalist (2005) 
 
Review      Video 
Story Circle       Firoozeh Dumas on Funny in Farsi 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.storycirclebookreviews.org/reviews/funny.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8neBDLE-kNY
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2013-2014 

Elsewhere 

  

by Gabrielle Zevin 

  

Bloomsbury Publishing PLC 

  

Genre: Young Adult / Fantasy 

 

 

 

 

  Welcome to Elsewhere; a place like no other. Elsewhere is where 15-year-old Liz Hall 
ends up, after she has died. Here Liz will age backwards from the day of her death 
until she becomes a baby and is returned to Earth. But for Liz, nothing seems worse; 
she wants to experience her 16th birthday, she wants to get her drivers' licence, she 
wants her old life back again! She spends her hours mourning for what, and who she 
has lost. But is it possible that a life lived in reverse is no different from a life lived 
forward? And can Liz ever find peace in a world so different, yet so similar to her 
own? 

Literary awards 

Borders Original Voices Award for YA or Independent Reader (2005) 
ALA Teens' Top Ten (2006) 
Sakura Medal for High School Book (2007) 
Georgia Peach Honor Book Award (2006) 
Abraham Lincoln Award Nominee (2011) 
 

 

Reviews 

The New York Times 

The Guardian 

Young Adult Literature

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/12/04/books/review/04spires.html?_r=0
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2005/oct/29/featuresreviews.guardianreview5
https://yareviews.wikispaces.com/Elsewhere+by+Gabrielle+Zevin


EOI BILBO HEO 

 

2013-2014 

Snow Flower 

    and the 

  Secret Fan 
  

   by Lisa See 

   

   Bloomsbury Publishing 

  

   Genre: Historical Fiction 

  

 

 
 

 

  In nineteenth-century China, in a remote Hunan county, a girl named Lily, at the 
tender age of seven, is paired with a laotong, “old same,” in an emotional match 
that will last a lifetime. The laotong, Snow Flower, introduces herself by sending 
Lily a silk fan on which she’s painted a poem in nu shu, a unique language that 
Chinese women created in order to communicate in secret, away from the 
influence of men. As the years pass, Lily and Snow Flower send messages on fans, 
compose stories on handkerchiefs, reaching out of isolation to share their hopes, 
dreams, and accomplishments. Together, they endure the agony of foot-binding, 
and reflect upon their arranged marriages, shared loneliness, and the joys and 
tragedies of motherhood. The two find solace, developing a bond that keeps their 
spirits alive. But when a misunderstanding arises, their deep friendship suddenly 
threatens to tear apart. 

  

Literary awards 

WINNER 2006 New York Public Library Books for the Teen Age 

  
Reviews 

USA Today 

San Diego Union-Tribune 

  
Video  
”Snow Flower and the Secret Fan” explores friendships

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/life/books/reviews/2005-07-13-snow-flower-review_x.htm
http://www.utsandiego.com/uniontrib/20050703/news_lz1v03snow.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PPLJxISMEpA


EOI BILBO HEO 

 

2013-2014 

Playing the Enemy 
Nelson Mandela and the Game That Made a Nation 

also titled Invictus 

 

by John Carlin 

  

Atlantic Books 

  

Genre: Non Fiction / Biography 

             Sports 

 

 

 

 

  The Rugby World Cup final of 1995 was the last act of the most improbable exercise 
in mass seduction ever seen: Nelson Mandela's conquest of the hearts of white South 
Africa. When Mandela chose to wear the Springbok jersey - a beloved icon to many 
of the white population, and a detested symbol of racial oppression to blacks - he 
captured the hearts of white South Africans, turning rugby, which had so long 
entirely divided black and white South Africa, into a force for good. 

 
  Playing the Enemy is a thrilling account of how that moment became possible. It 

shows how a sport, once the preserve of South Africa's Afrikaans-speaking minority, 
came to unify the new rainbow nation, and tells of how - just occasionally - 
something as simple as a game really can help people to rise above themselves and 
see beyond their differences.  
  
SHORTLISTED FOR THE WILLIAM HILL SPORTS BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD 2008  
 

Videos       Review 

John Carlin on 'Playing the Enemy'   Sunday Telegraph 

Invictus – Official trailer 

Morgan Freeman on playing Nelson Mandela

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfjDvT5tKOA
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/non_fictionreviews/3559477/Review-Playing-the-Enemy-by-John-Carlin.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZY8c_a_dlQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULQm_mgoIoc
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2013-2014 

Jar City also titled  
Tainted Blood 

 

by Arnaldur Indridason 

  

 

Vintage Books 

  

 

Genre: Mystery Thriller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  A man is found murdered in his Reykjavik flat. There are no obvious clues apart from 
a cryptic note left on the body and a photograph of a young girl's grave. Detective 
Erlendur is forced to use all the forensic resources available to find any leads at all. 
Delving into the dead man's life he discovers that forty years ago he was accused of 
an appalling crime. Did his past come back to haunt him? Finally, Erlendur's search 
leads him to Iceland's Genetic Research Centre in order to find the disturbing 
answers to the mystery. 

 

  This prizewinning international bestseller is the first in a new series of crime novels 
set in Iceland.  
   
Literary awards 

2002 Glass Key award (for best Nordic crime fiction novel)  

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
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2012-2013 
 

Minding Frankie 
 
 
by Maeve Binchy 

  

 

Orion Books 

  

 

Genre: Adult Fiction 

 
 
 

  Baby Frankie is born into an unusual family. Her mother is desperate to find someone 
to take care of her child and she doesn't have much time. 

 

  Noel doesn't seem to be the most promising of fathers but despite everything, he could 
well be Frankie's best hope. 

 

  As for Lisa, she is prepared to give up everything for the man she loves; surely he's 
going to love her back? 

 

  And Moira is having none of it. She knows what's right, and has the power to change 
the course of Frankie's life . . . but Moira is hiding secrets of her own. 

 

  Minding Frankie is a story about unconventional families, relationships which aren't 
quite what they seem, and the child at the heart of everyone's lives... 
 
 
Maeve Binchy received the Irish PEN Award in 2007 
 
 
Video       Review 
Maeve Binchy on Minding Frankie  Seattle Times

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKhWg6rpywg
http://seattletimes.com/html/books/2014112353_br06frankie.html
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2011-2012 
 

 

Crime Stories 

 

Unadapted short stories 
by different authors 

 
 

 

MacMillan Literature Collection 

  

 

Genre: Crime 
             Short stories 

 

 

 

 
 

This collection of five stories brings together a variety of writing styles from the 
genre of crime writing. From the adventures of the most famous of all detectives, 
Sherlock Holmes, to the contemporary writings of Ruth Rendell and Alexander 
McCall Smith, there will be a story here to delight everyone. 

List of stories: 

   The Tell-tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe 

   The Red-headed League by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

   The Blue Cross by G.K. Chesterton 

   Mother’s Help by Ruth Rendell 

   No Place to Park by Alexander McCall Smith 

 
Crime Stories provides substantial language support including vocabulary, 
comprehension questions and language-study exercises. 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
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2010-2011 
 

Tales of the Unexpected 
 

 
 
by Roald Dahl 

  

 

Penguin 

  

 

Genre:  Adult Fiction 
              Short stories 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  A wine connoisseur with an infallible palate and a sinister taste in wagers. A decrepit 
old man with a masterpiece tattooed on his back. A voracious adventuress, a gentle 
cuckold, and a garden sculpture that becomes an instrument of sadistic vengeance. 
Social climbers who climb a bit too quickly. Philanderers whose deceptions are a trifle 
too ornate. Impeccable servants whose bland masks slip for one vertiginous instant. 

 
  In these deliciously nasty stories an internationally acclaimed practitioner of the short 

narrative works his own brand of black magic: tantalizing, amusing, and sometimes 
terrifying readers into a new sense of what lurks beneath the ordinary. Included in 
Roald Dahl's Tales of the Unexpected are such notorious gems of the bizarre as "The 
Sound Machine," "Lamb to Slaughter," "Neck," and "The Landlady." 
 
 
Roald Dahl’s short story collection Tales of the Unexpected was adapted to a 
successful TV series of the same name. 
 
Book Review 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://guiltlessreading.blogspot.com.es/2010/05/tales-of-unexpected-by-roald-dahl.html


EOI BILBO HEO 

 

2009-2010 
 

 

My Family and 
Other Animals 

 
 
by Gerald Durrell 

  

 

Puffin 

  

 

Genre: Autobiography 
             Humour 
 

 
 
 
 

  When the unconventional Durrell family can no longer endure the damp, gray English 
climate, they do what any sensible family would do: sell their house and relocate to 
the sunny Greek isle of Corfu. My Family and Other Animals was intended to embrace 
the natural history of the island but ended up as a delightful account of Durrell’s 
family’s experiences, from the many eccentric hangers-on to the ceaseless procession 
of puppies, toads, scorpions, geckoes, ladybugs, glowworms, octopuses, bats, and 
butterflies into their home. 

 

  English naturalist and writer Gerald Durrell devoted his life to writing and the 
preservation of wildlife. 
 
Review 
The Guardian 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2011/aug/09/my-family-and-other-animals-gerald-durrell


EOI BILBO HEO 
  

 

2008-2009 
 

BOY: Tales of 
Childhood 

 
 
by Roald Dahl 

  

 

Penguin 

  

 

Genre: Non Fiction 
             Humour 

 
 
 

  In Boy, Roald Dahl recounts his days as a child growing up in England. From his years 
as a prankster at boarding school to his envious position as a chocolate tester for 
Cadbury's, Roald Dahl's boyhood was as full of excitement and the unexpected as are 
his world-famous, best-selling books. Packed with anecdotes -- some funny, some 
painful, all interesting -- this is a book that's sure to please. 

 
 

Review 
The Guardian 
 

“We all have our moments of brilliance and glory, and this was mine.” 
― Roald Dahl, Boy: Tales of Childhood 

 
 
 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

http://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2013/oct/07/review-roald-dahl-boy-tales-of-childhood
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/113746


EOI BILBO HEO 

 

2008-2009 
 

 

Notes from a Small 
Island 

 
 
by Bill Bryson 

  

 

Black Swan 

  

 

Genre: Non Fiction 
             Humour 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  After nearly two decades spent on British soil, Bill Bryson-bestselling author of The 
Mother Tongue and Made in America-decided to return to the United States. ("I had 
recently read," Bryson writes, "that 3.7 million Americans believed that they had been 
abducted by aliens at one time or another, so it was clear that my people needed me.") 
But before departing, he set out on a grand farewell tour of the green and kindly island 
that had so long been his home. 

 

  Veering from the ludicrous to the endearing and back again, Notes from a Small Island 
is a delightfully irreverent jaunt around the unparalleled floating nation that has 
produced zebra crossings, Shakespeare, Twiggie Winkie's Farm, and places with 
names like Farleigh Wallop and Titsey. The result is an uproarious social commentary 
that conveys the true glory of Britain, from the satiric pen of an unapologetic 
Anglophile. 

 
Notes from a Small Island was voted by BBC Radio 4 listeners as the book which 
best represented Britain. 
 

“The tearoom lady called me love. All the shop ladies called me love and most of the men called 
me mate. I hadn't been here twelve hours and already they loved me.” 

   ― Bill Bryson, Notes from a Small Island 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7.Bill_Bryson
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/940892


 
 

Maybe it was a grandparent, a teacher or a colleague. Someone older, patient and wise, 
who understood you when you were young and impassioned, helped you to see the world 
as a more profound place, and gave you sound advice to guide your way through it. For 
Mitch Albom, it was Morrie Schwartz, the college professor who had taught him nearly 
twenty years before. 

 
Perhaps, like Mitch, you lost track of this mentor as the years passed, the insights faded, 
and the world seemed colder. Wouldn’t you like to see that person again, to ask the bigger 
questions that still haunt you, and receive wisdom for your busy life the way you once did 
when you were younger? 

 
Mitch Albom got that second chance, rediscovering Morrie in the last months of the older 
man's life. Their rekindled relationship turned into one final 'class’: lessons in how to live. 
Tuesdays with Morrie is a magical chronicle of their time together. 

Tuesdays with Morrie 

 
by Mitch Albom 

 

SPHERE 

 

Genre: Non-Fiction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Review Video 

The New York Times Mitch Albom on Impact of “Tuedays with Morrie” 

Film Trailer 

Literary award 

Outstanding Books for the College Bound of Lifelong Learners 2009 

 

 
THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE LIBRARY 

https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/97/11/23/reviews/971123.23debottt.html
https://youtu.be/vM_4rjiia90
https://youtu.be/irhShc6I4kc


THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE LIBRARY  

Lucy Barton is recovering slowly from what should have been a simple operation. Her 
mother, to whom she hasn't spoken for many years, comes to see her. Her unexpected visit 
forces Lucy to confront the tension and longing that have informed every aspect of her life: 
her impoverished childhood in Amgash, Illinois, her escape to New York and her desire to 
become a writer, her faltering marriage, her love for her two daughters. 

 
Knitting this powerful narrative together is the brilliant storytelling voice of Lucy herself: 
keenly observant, deeply human, and truly unforgettable. In My Name Is Lucy Barton, one 
of America's finest writers shows how a simple hospital visit illuminates the most tender 
relationship of all-the one between mother and daughter. 

My Name is Lucy Barton 

 
by Elizabeth Strout 

 

Penguin 

 

Genre: Fiction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Review Video 
The Guardian Elizabeth Strout discusses My Name is Lucy Barton  

Literary awards 

Women´s Prize for Fiction Nominee For Longlist 2016 
Booker Prize Nominee for Longlist 2016 

http://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/feb/02/my-name-is-lucy-barton-review-elizabeth-strout
https://youtu.be/uBwOE7T-7Vs


THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE LIBRARY  

 
Kurt Wallander's life looks like it has taken a turn for the better when his offer on a 
new house is accepted, only for him to uncover something unexpected in the garden – 
the skeleton of a middle-aged woman. 

 
As police officers comb the property, Wallander attempts to get his new life back on 
course by finding the woman’s killer with the aid of his daughter, Linda. But when 
another discovery is made in the garden, Wallander is forced to delve further back into 
the area’s past. 

An Event in Autumn 

 
by Henning Mankell 

 

Vintage 

 

Genre: Thriller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Review About the writer 
The Guardian Henning Mankell 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/sep/21/an-event-in-autumn-review-henning-mankell-kurt-wallander-back
https://mankell.org/henning.html


THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE LIBRARY 
 

Mafalda is a nine-year-old girl who loves school, football and her cat. 
Also, her sight is failing. With the help of her family and friends, she 
must discover all the things that will be important to her when her sight 
has gone. 

Reminiscent of The Hen Who Dreamed She Could Fly and The Little 
Prince, this is a richly textured yet simply told novel for all ages. With a 
heartfelt and moving translation from the original Italian by Denise 
Muir. 

The Distance 

Between 

Me and the 

Cherry Tree 

By Paola Peretti 

Penguin 

Genre: Children Book 
 
 
 
 

 

Review 
Lovereading.co.uk 

 

Literary awards 
Batchelder Award winning book 2020 

https://www.lovereading.co.uk/reviews/18418/The-Distance-Between-Me-and-the-Cherry-Tree-by-Paola-Peretti.html%09


 
             Based on true events, a heart-breaking story of love, family, hope, and survival set in  
   post- World War II Italy about poor children from the south sent to live with families in the  
   north to survive deprivation and the harsh winters. 
 Though Mussolini and the fascists have been defeated, the war has devastated Italy,  
   especially the south. Seven-year-old Amerigo lives with his mother Antonietta in Naples,  
   surviving on odd jobs and his wits like the rest of the poor in his neighborhood. But one day,  
   Amerigo learns that a train will take him away from Naples to spend the winter with a family  
   in the north, where he will be safe and have warm clothes and food to eat. Amerigo’s journey  
   is a moving story of memory, indelible bonds, artistry, and self-exploration, and a soaring  
   examination of what family can truly mean.  
 

The 
Children´s 
Train 

 
by Viola Ardone 

 

Harper Collins Publishers 

 
           Genre: Fiction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reviews:  
 

New York Journal of Books / Book Page                        

 

Listen to an Audio Sample:  
 

The Children´s Train  
 

 
THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE LIBRARY 

https://www.nyjournalofbooks.com/book-review/childrens-train-novel
https://bookpage.com/reviews/25811-viola-ardone-childrens-train-fiction#.YLpRyfkzbcs
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-childrens-train-viola-ardone?variant=32250316390434


  

  
 Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that contains an  
  infinite number of books, each one the story of another reality. One tells the story of your 
  life as it is, along with another book for the other life you could have lived if you had made a  
  different choice at any point in your life. While we all wonder how our lives might have  
  been, what if you had the chance to go to the library and see for yourself? Would any of  
  these other lives truly be better? 
 
 In The Midnight Library, Matt Haig’s enchanting new novel, Nora Seed finds herself  
  faced with this decision. Faced with the possibility of changing her life for a new one,  
  following a different career, undoing old breakups, realizing her dreams of becoming a  
  glaciologist; she must search within herself as she travels through the Midnight Library to  
  decide what is truly fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living in the first place. 
 

 
 

    

   The  

   Midnight  
   Library 
 
 by Matt Haig 

 

 Canongate Books 2020 

 

 Genre: Fiction 
 
 

 

 

Reviews                                     Video 

NPR.org / The Guardian              Introducing The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

Literary awards 

Good Reads Choice Awards Best Fiction Book. 

 
 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE LIBRARY

https://www.npr.org/2020/10/03/918868242/its-not-quite-dark-enough-in-the-midnight-library?t=1622825431759
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/aug/27/the-midnight-library-by-matt-haig-review-a-celebration-of-lifes-possibilities
https://youtu.be/43gBoY8O_gs


 

  
 Alicia Berenson’s life is seemingly perfect. A famous painter married to an in-demand         
   fashion photographer, she lives in a grand house with big windows overlooking a park in one of  
   London’s most desirable areas. One evening her husband Gabriel returns home late from a  
  fashion shoot, and Alicia shoots him five times in the face, and then never speaks another word. 
 
 Alicia’s refusal to talk, or give any kind of explanation, turns a domestic tragedy into      
   something far grander, a mystery that captures the public imagination and casts Alicia into  
   notoriety. The price of her art skyrockets, and she, the silent patient, is hidden away from the  
   tabloids and spotlight at the Grove, a secure forensic unit in North London. 

 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE LIBRARY 

The 

Silent  
 Patient 

 
   by Alex Michaelides 
 
 
   Celadon Books 2019 
 
 
   Genre: Psychological Thriller 
 

 
 

 
 

Review Video 

The Washington Post   Interview with Alex Michaelides  

Literary awards 

Good Reads Choice Awards Best Thriller. 

 
 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/the-silent-patient-ends-with-a-major-twist-should-a-savvy-reader-have-seen-it-coming/2020/06/16/39299b10-afd3-11ea-8758-bfd1d045525a_story.html
https://youtu.be/GgtGmAfIe94
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The 
Midnight 
Hour 

 
by Elly Griffiths 

Quercus 

 

           Genre: Mystery 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Reviews:  
Publishers weekly review                        

 

Watch an Interview with the author:  
 

Meet the author 
 

 
THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE LIBRARY 

 

  When theatrical impresario Bert Billington is found dead in his retirement home, no one 
suspects foul play. But when the postmortem reveals that he was poisoned, suspicion falls on his 
wife, eccentric ex-Music Hall star Verity Malone. 
 
 Frustrated by the police response to Bert's death and determined to prove her innocence, 
Verity calls in private detective duo Emma Holmes and Sam Collins. This is their first real case, 
but as luck would have it, they have a friend on the inside: Max Mephisto is filming a remake of 
Dracula, starring Seth Bellington, Bert's son. But when they question Max, they feel he is not 
telling them the whole story. 
 
 Emma and Sam must vie with the police to untangle the case and bring the killer to justice. 
They are sure the answers must lie in Bert's dark past and in the glamorous, occasionally deadly, 
days of Music Hall. But the closer they get to the truth, the more danger they find themselves 
in... 
 
 

https://www.publishersweekly.com/9780358418634
https://youtu.be/hNb9iRKRAcY
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Here 

And Now 
 
      by Santa Montefiore 
 

      Simon & Schuster    
        
      Genre: Fiction 
    
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reviews   
Book Review                                     
 
 Video 
Santa Montefiore talks about her book  

 

 
 

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE LIBRARY

  
 Meet Marigold and Dennis, two happily married empty nesters in their late sixties. They should 
be enjoying their golden years in the idyllic English village where they live. But when their two grown 
daughters, Daisy and Suze, move back into the family home, both mother and father must learn how 
to deal with the upheaval.  
 
 Meanwhile, as Daisy and Suze soak in the familiar comforts of home, they soon discover that 
their mother is not quite the same woman she was a few years ago. Sure, she is still kind-hearted and 
always willing to help, but something about their mom is different, and it is becoming harder and 
harder for the family to ignore. For the first time in their lives, Dennis and his daughters find 
themselves caring for Marigold rather than the other way around. 

 

 

https://lindasbookbag.com/2021/02/23/here-and-now-by-santa-montefiore/
https://youtu.be/TW-24qHxRuY
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The 

Husband’s  
Secret 

 
   by Liane Moriarty 
 
   Penguin Random House 
 
   Genre: Fiction 
 

 
 

 
 

Review Video 

The Washington Post Liane Moriarty on The husband's secret 

 

 
 
 

  
 Imagine that your husband wrote you a letter, to be opened after his death. Imagine, too, 
that the letter contains his deepest, darkest secret—something with the potential to destroy not 
just the life you built together, but the lives of others as well. Imagine, then, that you stumble 
across that letter while your husband is still very much alive. . . . 

 
 Cecilia Fitzpatrick has achieved it all—she is an incredibly successful businesswoman, a 
pillar of her small community, and a devoted wife and mother. Her life is as orderly and spotless 
as her home. But that letter is about to change everything… 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/book-world-the-husbands-secret-by-liane-moriarty/2013/08/08/7933c8d2-f862-11e2-8e84-c56731a202fb_story.html
https://youtu.be/hCSQmi0ImRk

