
What does America mean to you? 

Skyscrapers, President Kennedy, fast food, 

big cars, cowboys and Indians? But what 

about the mountains, the deserts and the vast 

lakes? And what exactly is an American? 

 
From the time before Columbus up to the 

present day, this book looks at the history of 

the USA and the many different people who 

live there. 
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The USA 
 

by Alison Baxter 

 

Oxford Bookworms Library Factfiles (level 3) 

 
 

Genre: Nonfiction 
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What happens when a man lives his life 

backwards, or a family owns a diamond as big 

as the Ritz Hotel? 

 
How can a boring girl become more popular, 

a careless young woman become more 

sensible, or a cut-glass bowl destroy a 

married woman’s life? 

 
What does a young man do to save the girl 

that he likes from an evil ghost, or to forget 

old feelings for a woman when she marries 

another man? 

 

 

The Curious Case of 

Benjamin Button & 

Other Stories 
 

by Francis Scott Fitzgerald 

 

OUP Dominoes 3 

 
 

Genre: Fiction, Short stories 
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Adolf Verloc is a double agent, working for 

both the British police and a foreign country. 

He pretends to live a normal life, with his 

wife, Winnie, and has a shop in London, 

which, at night, becomes a meeting place for 

anarchists. One day Verloc is told to plant a 

bomb - but the plan goes terribly wrong Does 

Verloc really love Winnie, or is she just part 

of his cover? Can Winnie ever forgive him? 

Who is Verloc really working for? 

 
 
 
 

The Secret Agent 
 

by J. Conrad 

 

Dominoes Three, OUP 

 
 

Genre: Classics 
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From the Highlands to its islands, from 

terrifying tales of history to its modern cities 

such as Edinburgh and Glasgow, Scotland has 

a fascinating story to tell. Explore the 

country through its fantastic festivals, 

innovative inventions, and much more. 
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Scotland 
 

by R. MacAndrew 

 

Cambridge University Press (level 3) 

 
 

Genre: Culture, History & Society 
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Love 

In The Taming of the Shrew, Katharina learns to 

love Petruchio only after she has learnt to be 

an obedient wife. Romeo and Juliet’s love is 

destined to end in tragedy. In Twelfth Night, 

love is romantic but also painful, while in 

Othello love turns into jealousy. And in the 

final story, Antony and Cleopatra’s 

passionate love has tragic consequences. 
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Love in Shakespeare: 

Five Stories 

by William Shakespeare 

 
Black Cat 

 
 

Genre: Classics 
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Othello is one of William Shakespeare's most 

famous tragic plays, and has been adapted for 

Intermediate level readers. The story is about 

Othello, the Moorish general of Venice, and 

what happens when he marries the beautiful 

daughter of a rich and powerful Venetian. 
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Othello 
 

by William Shakespeare 

 
MacMillan 

Genre: Classics 
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Sherlock Holmes is a great detective. There 

are few cases that he cannot solve. In these 

three stories we meet a young woman who is 

terrified of a mysterious speckled band, a 

family who think that five orange pips are a 

sign of death, and a banker who believes that 

his son is a thief. But are things really as they 

seem? 
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Three Adventures of 

Sherlock Holmes 
 

by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

Penguin Active Reading Level 4 

Genre: Classics / Mystery 
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For Oxford, the arrival of twenty-seven 

American tourists is nothing out of the 

ordinary . . . until one of their number is 

found dead in Room 310 at the Randolph 

Hotel. It looks like a sudden - and tragic - 

accident. Only Chief Inspector Morse appears 

not to overlook the simultaneous theft of a 

jewel-encrusted antique from the victim's 

handbag . . . Then, two days later, a naked and 

battered corpse is dragged from the River 

Cherwell. A coincidence? Maybe. But this 

time Morse is determined to prove the link. 

 
 

The Jewel That Was 

Ours 
 

by Colin Dexter 

 

Macmillan Readers, Intermediate 

 
 

Genre: Mystery 
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'It was the first murder case I ever 

investigated on my own.' Wexford said 

angrily. 'There's no mystery. Herbert Arthur 

Painter killed his ninety-year-old employer 

by hitting her over the head with an axe. He 

did it for two hundred pounds.' 

Chief Inspector Wexford was sure that the 

murder of an old lady had been carried out by 

her employee, Herbert Painter, and the 

courts agreed with him. But then Henry 

Archery, whose son is engaged to marry 

Painter's daughter, starts questioning the 

case … 

 
 
 

A New Lease of Death 
 

by Ruth Rendell 

 

Macmillan Readers, Pre-intermediate 

 
 

Genre: Mystery 
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The murder of Angela Hathall was extremely 

well planned. The only clue left was a single 

fingerprint with an L-shaped scar. The 

detective in charge, Reg Wexford, suspects 

that Angela's husband Robert Hathall killed his 

wife. But one question troubles Wexford most 

of all. Who is the mysterious woman Wexford 

is sure Hathall is seeing? Does she have an L- 

shaped scar on her finger? 
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Shake Hands Forever 
 

by Ruth Rendell 

 

Macmillan Readers Pre-intermediate 

 
 

Genre: Mystery 
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Precious Ramotswe is a kind, warm-hearted and 

large African lady. She is also the only female 

private detective in Botswana. Her agency – the 

No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency – is the best in the 

country. With help of her secretary, Mma 

Makutsi, and her best friend, Mr JLB Matekoni, 

she solves a number of difficult problems. A 

missing husband, a missing finger and a missing 

child – she will solve these mysteries in her own 

special way. 

 
 

The Nº 1 Ladies’ 

Detective Agency 
 

by Alexander McCall-Smith 

Penguin (Pre-Intermediate) 

Genre: Mystery 
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The city of Rosca is preparing for a presidential 

visit when the body of a young man is found 

near the American consulate. He is very well 

dressed, but there is something missing. Why 

isn't he wearing any shoes? It is Rymer's job to 

discover the man's identity. His investigation 

leads him to a theatre group with a very 

surprising final act. 

 
 

 

Cold Feet 
 
 
 

 

by Rod Smith 

 

Richmond Readers Pre-Intermediate 

 
 

Genre: Mystery 
 
 
 

 

EOI BILBO HEO   _ 2008-2021 



THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

 

 

2008-2021 

As a young man, Frank McCourt leaves Ireland 

and moves to New York. He works and studies 

hard, and soon becomes a teacher in a school 

where the students have no interest in 

learning. Many of them are impossible to 

teach, with terrible problems at home and 

school. McCourt is faced with students who 

nobody wants to teach. Some of his students 

think that he is a crazy, drunk, violent 

Irishman. A moving memoir written with wit 

and charm. 

EOI BILBO HEO                                                                                   

 

Teacher Man 
 

by Frank McCourt 

 

Penguin Readers (Intermediate) 

 
 

Genre: Autobiography 
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Dr Mark Latto travels to California USA to 

learn about an alternative medical treatment 

from Deborah Spencer. But on arrival he finds 

that Deborah has died and the book she was 

writing about the treatment has vanished. The 

police don't suspect murder but Mark does. 
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Strong Medicine 
 

by Richard MacAndrew 

 

Cambridge Readers (Lower-Intermediate) 

 
 

Genre: Mystery 
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From out of the sky, from under the earth, 

from far out at sea - disaster comes. We build 

and invent new things - and sometimes bring 

disaster on ourselves. Today television and 

the Internet mean that we can watch 

disasters as they happen, and see their 

terrible results. From Pompeii to the Asian 

Tsunami, from the Great Fire of London to 

Chernobyl, the stories of disasters are 

frightening, but they have much to tell us. 

Disasters bring stories of fear, pain, loss, and 

death - but also of people whose 

extraordinary bravery and feeling for others 

will touch your heart. 

 
 
 

Disaster! 

by Mary McIntosh 

 

 
Oxford Bookworms - Library Factfiles (level 4) 

 
 

Genre: Nonfiction, Human interest 
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When Carruthers joins his friend Arthur 

Davies on his yacht Dulcibella, he is 

expecting a pleasant sailing holiday in the 

Baltic Sea. But the holiday turns into an 

adventure of a different kind. He and Davies 

soon find themselves sailing in the stormy 

waters of the North Sea, exploring the 

channels and sandbanks around the German 

Frisian Islands, and looking for a secret - a 

secret that could mean great danger for 

England. Erskine Childer's novel, published 

in 1903, was the first great modern spy story, 

and is still as exciting to read today as it was 

a hundred years ago. 

 
 

The Riddle of the Sands 
 

by Erskine Childers 

 

Oxford Bookworms 5 

 
 

Genre: Spy thriller 
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Four true, breathtaking stories of adventure 

and courage which take us across the ocean, 

the ice of the Antarctic, the sky and the 

desert. 

‘Lost at Sea’ tells the adventures of a family 

sailing round the world and their battle to 

survive in the ocean after a shipwreck. 

In ‘The Impossible Journey’ we follow Sir 

Ernest Shackleton as he and his men make 

their way on foot towards the South Pole. 

The brave young woman in ‘Amy Johnson, 

Woman Pioneer’ attempts a heroic solo flight 

from England to Australia. 

In ‘David Livingstone’s Last African 

Expedition’ we meet the great explorer on his 

last expedition to find the source of Africa’s 

longest river, the Nile. 

 
 

True Adventure 

Stories 

by Peter Foreman 

 

Vicens Vives - Black Cat (Step 3) 

 
 

Genre: Adventure 
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Based on the award winning 2014 film, The 

Imitation Game tells the true story of 
cryptanalyst Alan Turing and his brilliant 
team of code-breakers as they crack the 
famous Enigma Code during World War II. 

 
 

The Imitation Game 
 

by Jane Rollason 

 

Scholastic Readers (level 3) 

 
 

Genre: Nonfiction 
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Two young lovers, Hermia and Lysander, 

meet in the wood with the intention of 

running away and getting married secretly. 

They are followed by Demetrius, who loves 

Hermia, and Helena, who is in love with 

Demetrius. What they don’t know is that the 

wood is enchanted… 

 
 
 

A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream 

by William Shakespeare 

 

Black Cat 

 
 

Genre: Classics 
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In sixteenth-century Venice - a city of 

wealthy merchants and bankers - money is 

all-important. Bassanio is penniless, but his 

great friend Antonio offers to help him by 

borrowing the money that he needs. To do 

this, though, Antonio must make an 

arrangement with an old enemy that puts his 

life in danger... The Merchant of Venice is 

one of Shakespeare's most popular plays, and 

it has been performed all over the world. It is 

retold in this Bookworm not as a play, but as 

a story. 

 
 
 

The Merchant of Venice 
 

by William Shakespeare 

 

Oxford Bookworms 

 
 

Genre: Classics 
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A handful of grain is found in the pocket of a 

murdered businessman… 

Rex Fortescue, king of a financial empire, was 

sipping tea in his counting house’ when he 

suffered an agonising and sudden death. On 

later inspection, the pockets of the deceased 

were found to contain traces of cereals. 

Yet, it was the incident in the parlour which 

confirmed Jane Marple’s suspicion that here 

she was looking at a case of crime by rhyme. 

 
 
 

A Pocket Full of Rye 
 

by Agatha Christie 

Collins English Readers 

Genre: Mystery 
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Rudy Baylor is a newly qualified lawyer with 

no money and a lot of debts. He takes on a 

case against a giant insurance company who 

refused a claim that could have saved a man's 

life. The case will make him a lot of money; 

the only problem is, he's never argued a case 

in court before. 

 
 

 

The Rainmaker 
 

by John Grisham 

 

Penguin Readers Upper-Intermediate 

 
 

Genre: Legal thriller 
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Pilot Don Radcliffe returns to Australia 

hoping to rescue a failed marriage and to 

spend more time with his daughter, Judy. But 

a routine cargo flight in an old DC4 airplane 

turns into tragedy when the plane crashes in 

the Australian Outback killing the co-pilot. 

Don and Judy's chances of survival seem slim 

as they struggle against sabotage, 

unscrupulous businessmen and the 

inhospitable landscape. 

 
 
 

The Sugar Glider 
 

by Rod Neilsen 

 

Cambridge English Readers Upper-Intermediate 

 
 

Genre: Adventure 
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Somebody was in there. Somebody - or some 

thing... There is no Room 13 in the creepy 

Crow's Nest Hotel, where Fliss and her friends 

are staying on a school trip. Or is there? For at 

the stroke of midnight, something peculiar 

happens to the door of the linen cupboard next 

to Room 12. And something is happening to 

Ellie-May Sunderland, too - something very 

sinister.... 

 
 

 
 

Room 13 
 

by Robert Swindells 

 

Oxford Rollercoasters O.U.P 

 
 

Genre: Horror 
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Chee Seng, a 16-year-old Malaysian boy, has to 

grow up fast as he lives through the best and the 

worst of times. He suffers heartbreak as his 

parents' marriage falls apart and experiences the 

joys and heartache of first love. 

 
 

 

The Best of Times? 
 

by Alan Maley 

 

Cambridge University Press (Advanced) 

 
 

Genre: Human interest 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Language Learner Literature Award 2010 - Winner 
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The first novel in the Alphabet series. Kinsey 

Millhone, a twice-divorced, independent 32- 

year-old private detective, lives and works in 

southern California. Recently released from an 

eight-year jail sentence for the murder of her 

husband, Nikki Fife asks the detective to prove 

her innocence and find the real murderer. On 

her investigation she learns of another similar 

murder which she also decides to solve. 

 
 
 

“A” is for Alibi 
 

by Sue Grafton 

 

MacMillan Readers (Intermediate) 

 
 

Genre: Mystery 
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A local family ask Kinsey to help them. The 

authorities have no records of their father, the 

fighter pilot Johnny Lee, on file. Then Johnny 

Lee's apartment is burgled and a hidden safe is 

discovered. Inside the safe is a mysterious key 

labelled 'Lawless'. Recommended for older 

readers. 

 
 

 

“L” is for Lawless 
 

by Sue Grafton 

 

MacMillan Readers (Intermediate) 

 
 

Genre: Mystery 
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The great hero Odysseus has been away from 

his family for twenty years when the goddess 

Athene decides to help him find his way back 

to the island of Ithaca. But the journey will not 

be easy. Odysseus must face storms, monsters 

and the terrible anger of the sea god Poseidon. 

And if he succeeds, will he be welcomed home? 

 
 
 

The Odyssey 
 

by Homer (retold by Fiona Beddall) 

 

Penguin Active reading (level 4) 

 
 

Genre: Classics 
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SHERLOCK 
HOLMES: 

THE SIGN 

OF FOUR 
    
 

by Sir A. Conan Doyle 

  
Oxford Dominoes Level 3  
2017 

 
Genre: Mystery 

 

 
 
 
 

  Miss Mary Morstan has a strange story to tell. Since her father disappeared, she 
has received a large pearl through the post on the same day, every year for six years. Who 
is sending them? And what about her father’s paper with the words ‘The Sign of Four’ 
written on it? 

 

 
 

  Review     About the writer 
 

              The Guardian     Sir Arthur Conan Doyle´s Biography 
                                               

       Video Sherlock Holmes, the character 
 
       Learning English through Story        Sherlock Holmes 
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https://www.theguardian.com/books/2012/jun/26/review-sign-of-four-conan-doyle
https://www.arthurconandoyle.com/biography.html
https://youtu.be/mEQZRZZOhjE
https://www.arthurconandoyle.com/sherlockholmes.html
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Berlin 
Express 

  
 

by Michael Austen            

 
 
 Cambridge English Readers 

Level 2. 2018 

 

Genre: Fiction 

 

 

 

 

 Hiro, a 20-year-old Japanese student, sits next to an old man on a train to Berlin. By 
mistake, they exchange phones and read each other's text messages. Hiro believes that the 
man's messages show that he is going to Berlin to kill someone. Hiro's first day in the city 
is a race against time as he tries to warn people of an assassination plot. But is the plot real 
or does it exist only in Hiro's imagination? 
 
  

 

              Video        About the writer 
 

          Berlin Express Audio Book on YouTube              Michael Austen´s Biography 
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https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Berlin+Express+audio+book
https://www.cambridge.org/es/cambridgeenglish/authors/michael-austen
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SHERLOCK 
HOLMES: 

DEATH ON 

THE NILE 
    
 

        by Agatha Christie 

  
Black Cat  
2 

 
Genre: Mystery 

 

 
 
               
 

               The tranquility of a lovely cruise along the Nile is shattered by the discovery that Linnet Ridgeway  
                has been shot. She was young, stylish and beautiful, a girl who had everything – until she lost her life. 
                Who is also on board? Christie's great detective Hercule Poirot is on holiday. He recalls an earlier  

             outburst by a fellow passenger: ‘I’d like to put my dear little pistol against her head and… 
 
 
 
 

     About the writer 

     Agatha Christie´s Biography     
                                               
    Video  

Video on Death on the Nile 
Death on the Nile Challenge 
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https://www.biography.com/writer/agatha-christie
https://www.blackcat-cideb.com/es/libros/death-on-the-nile-5
https://www.blackcat-cideb.com/es/libros/death-on-the-nile-5
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Strangers 

on 

a train 
 

     

  by Patricia Highsmith 
 
 
  Pearson English Readers 

 

  Genre: Fiction 

 

 

 

American English Guy Haines is travelling through Texas on a train when a stranger 
invites him to share a meal. But the stranger has a terrible plan. 'You murder my father 
and I'll murder your wife' he suggests. So begins Guy's journey into a world of madness 
lies and death. 
 
  

 
               

About the writer:                                                     Film Trailer: 
 

Patricia Highsmith's biography                           A film trailer 
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https://www.britannica.com/biography/Patricia-Highsmith
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWg03hoyV_A

