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EOI BILBO HEO

The Remains of the Day
by Kazuo Ishiguro
Faber
Genre: Fiction

In the summer of 1956, Stevens, a long-serving butler at Darlington Hall, decides to take
a motoring trip through the West Country. The six-day excursion becomes a journey into
the past of Stevens and England, a past that takes in fascism, two world wars, and an
unrealised love between the butler and his housekeeper.
From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature, here is the universally acclaimed
novel—winner of the Booker Prize and the basis for an award-winning film.

Literary award
Man Booker Prize (1989)
Review
The Guardian
Video
Kazuo Ishiguro on The Remains of the Day
Movie trailer

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2018-2019

EOI BILBO HEO

The Choice
Embrace the Possible
by Edith Eva Eger
Rider
Genre: Memoir

A powerful, moving memoir written by Dr. Edith Eva Eger, an eminent psychologist
whose own experiences as a Holocaust survivor help her treat patients and allow them
to escape the prisons of their own minds.
Edith Eger was sixteen years old when the Nazis came to her hometown in Hungary and
took her Jewish family to Auschwitz. Her parents were sent to the gas chamber by Joseph
Mengele soon after they arrived at the camp. Hours later Mengele demanded that Edie
dance a waltz to “The Blue Danube” and rewarded her with a loaf of bread that she shared
with her fellow prisoners. Edie and her sister survived Auschwitz, were transferred to
the Mauthausen and Gunskirchen camps, and managed to live until the American troops
liberated the camps in 1945.
The Choice weaves Eger’s personal story with case studies from her work as a psychologist.
Her patients and their stories illustrate different phases of healing and show how people
can choose to escape the prisons they construct in their minds and find freedom,
regardless of circumstance. She is eighty-nine and still dancing.

Review
The New York Times
THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2018-2019

EOI BILBO HEO

The Husband’s Secret
by Liane Moriarty
Penguin
Genre: Mystery

Imagine that your husband wrote you a letter, to be opened after his death. Imagine, too,
that the letter contains his deepest, darkest secret—something with the potential to
destroy not just the life you built together, but the lives of others as well. Imagine, then,
that you stumble across that letter while your husband is still very much alive. . . .
Cecilia Fitzpatrick has achieved it all—she’s an incredibly successful businesswoman, a
pillar of her small community, and a devoted wife and mother. Her life is as orderly and
spotless as her home. But that letter is about to change everything, and not just for her:
Rachel and Tess barely know Cecilia—or each other—but they too are about to feel the
earth-shattering repercussions of her husband’s secret.

Review

Video

The Washington Post

Lianne Moriarty on The Husband’s Secret

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2018-2019

EOI BILBO HEO

We Are Okay
by Nina LaCour
Dutton books
Genre: Fiction, Young Adult

Marin hasn’t spoken to anyone from her old life since the day she left everything behind.
No one knows the truth about those final weeks. Not even her best friend, Mabel. But
even thousands of miles away from the California coast, at college in New York, Marin
still feels the pull of the life and tragedy she’s tried to outrun. Now, months later, alone
in an emptied dorm for winter break, Marin waits. Mabel is coming to visit, and Marin
will be forced to face everything that’s been left unsaid and finally confront the
loneliness that has made a home in her heart.

Literary award
Michael L. Printz Award (2018)
Review
Publisher’s weekly
Video
Nina LaCour shares 5 things about We Are Okay
THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2018-2019

EOI BILBO HEO

Love You More
by Lisa Gardner
Headline
Genre: Thriller

One question, a split-second decision, and Brian Darby lies dead on the kitchen floor. His
wife, state police trooper Tessa Leoni, claims to have shot him in self-defense, and bears
the bruises to back up her tale. For veteran detective D. D. Warren it should be an openand-shut case. But where is their six-year-old daughter?
As the homicide investigation ratchets into a frantic statewide search for a missing child,
D. D. Warren must partner with former lover Bobby Dodge to break through the blue
wall of police brotherhood, seeking to understand the inner workings of a trooper’s mind
while also unearthing family secrets. Would a trained police officer truly shoot her own
husband? And would a mother harm her own child?
For Tessa Leoni, the worst has not yet happened. She is walking a tightrope, with
nowhere to turn, no one to trust, as the clock ticks down to a terrifying deadline. She has
one goal in sight, and she will use every ounce of her training, every trick at her disposal,
to do what must be done. No sacrifice is too great, no action unthinkable. A mother
knows who she loves. And all others will be made to pay.
Literary award
Romantic Times Reviewers' Choice Award (RT Award) for Best Suspense/Thriller (2011)
Review
Mystery reads

Audio
Lisa Gardner on Love You More
THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2018-2019

EOI BILBO HEO

Dark Matter
by Blake Crouch
Broadway books
Genre: Science Fiction

“Are you happy with your life?”
Those are the last words Jason Dessen hears before the masked abductor knocks him
unconscious. Before he awakens to find himself strapped to a gurney, surrounded by
strangers in hazmat suits. Before a man Jason’s never met smiles down at him and says,
“Welcome back, my friend.”
In this world he’s woken up to, Jason’s life is not the one he knows. His wife is not his
wife. His son was never born. And Jason is not an ordinary college physics professor, but
a celebrated genius who has achieved something remarkable. Something impossible.
Is it this world or the other that’s the dream? And even if the home he remembers is real,
how can Jason possibly make it back to the family he loves? The answers lie in a journey
more wondrous and horrifying than anything he could’ve imagined—one that will force
him to confront the darkest parts of himself even as he battles a terrifying, seemingly
unbeatable foe.

Review
The Guardian

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2017-2018

EOI BILBO HEO

A Tree Grows
in Brooklyn
by Betty Smith
Harper
Genre: Fiction

The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the
century, Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving tale filled with
compassion and cruelty, laughter and heartache, crowded with life and people and
incident.
The story of young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie Nolan and her bittersweet formative
years in the slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and inspired millions of readers for
more than sixty years. By turns overwhelming, sublime, heartbreaking, and uplifting,
the daily experiences of the unforgettable Nolans are raw with honesty and tenderly
threaded with family connectedness -- in a work of literary art that brilliantly captures
a unique time and place as well as incredibly rich moments of universal experience.

Literary award

Review

Audie Award for Classic (2002)

ThoughtCo.

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2017-2018

EOI BILBO HEO

Salt to The Sea
by Ruta Sepetys
Puffin
Genre: Historical fiction

In 1945, World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees are
on a desperate trek toward freedom, almost all of them with something to hide. Among
them are Joana, Emilia, and Florian, whose paths converge en route to the ship that
promises salvation, the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced by circumstance to unite, the three find
their strength, courage, and trust in each other tested with each step closer toward
safety. Just when it seems freedom is within their grasp, tragedy strikes. Not country,
nor culture, nor status matter as all ten thousand people aboard must fight for the same
thing: survival.
Inspired by the single greatest tragedy in maritime history, bestselling and awardwinning author Ruta Sepetys (Between Shades of Gray) lifts the veil on a shockingly littleknown casualty of World War II. An illuminating and life-affirming tale of heart and
hope.

Literary awards
Goodreads Choice Awards 2016, Young Adult Fiction: Winner
The Golden Kite Awards, 2017 Winner
Review
The New York Times

Video
Ruta Sepetys discusses Salt to The Sea

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2017-2018

EOI BILBO HEO

The Couple Next Door
by Shari Lapena
Penguin
Genre: Mystery

You never know what's happening on the other side of the wall.
Your neighbour told you that she didn't want your six-month-old daughter at the dinner
party. Nothing personal, she just couldn't stand her crying.
Your husband said it would be fine. After all, you only live next door. You'll have the baby
monitor and you'll take it in turns to go back every half hour.
Your daughter was sleeping when you checked on her last. But now, as you race up the
stairs in your deathly quiet house, your worst fears are realized. She's gone.
You've never had to call the police before. But now they're in your home, and who knows
what they'll find there.
What would you be capable of, when pushed past your limit?

Review

Audio

Independent

Interview with Shari Lapena

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2017-2018

EOI BILBO HEO

King of the World
by David Remnick
Vintage
Genre: Biography

On the night in 1964 that Muhammad Ali (then known as Cassius Clay) stepped into the
ring with Sonny Liston, he was widely regarded as an irritating freak who danced and
talked way too much. Six rounds later Ali was not only the new world heavyweight
boxing champion: He was "a new kind of black man" who would shortly transform
America's racial politics, its popular culture, and its notions of heroism.
King of The World is an unforgettable account of Muhammad Ali's rise and self-creation,
told by a Pullitzer Prize-winning writer. It features some of the pivotal figures of the
1960s--Malcolm X, Elijah Muhammad, John F. Kennedy--and its pivotal events: the civil
rights movement, political assassinations, the war in Vietnam. Muhammad Ali is a great
hero and a beloved figure in American life. King of the World takes us back to the days
when his life was a series of battles, inside the ring and out. A master storyteller at the
height of his powers, David Remnick has written a book worthy of America's most
dynamic modern hero.

Literary award
Independent Publisher Book Award (IPPY)

Review
The New York Times

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2017-2018

EOI BILBO HEO

Mr Mac and Me
by Esther Freud
Blommsbury
Genre: Historical fiction

Thomas Maggs, the son of the local publican, lives with his parents and sister in a village
on the Suffolk coast in 1914. Life is quiet - shaped by the seasons, fishing and farming
and the summer visitors. Then one day a mysterious Scotsman arrives. To Thomas he
looks for all the world like a detective, in his black cape and hat of felted wool, and the
way he puffs on his pipe as if he's Sherlock Holmes. But Mac isn't a detective, he's the
architect Charles Rennie Mackintosh, and together with his red-haired artist wife, they
soon become a source of fascination and wonder to Thomas.
Yet just as Thomas and Mac's friendship begins to blossom, war with Germany is
declared. The summer guests flee and are replaced by regiments of soldiers on their way
to Belgium, and as the brutality of war weighs increasingly heavily on this coastal
community, they become more suspicious of Mac and his curious behaviour.
In this tender and compelling story of an unlikely friendship, Esther Freud paints a vivid
portrait of a home front community during the First World War, and of a man who was
one of the most brilliant and misunderstood artists of his generation, Charles Rennie
Mackintosh.

Review
The Guardian

Audio
Interview with Esther Freud

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2017-2018

EOI BILBO HEO

Prisoners of Geography :

Ten Maps That Tell You Everything You Need to Know About Global Politics

by Tim Marshall
Elliot and Thompson
Genre: Nonfiction

All leaders are constrained by geography. Their choices are limited by mountains, rivers,
seas and concrete. Yes, to follow world events you need to understand people, ideas and
movements – but if you don’t know geography, you’ll never have the full picture.
If you’ve ever wondered why Putin is so obsessed with Crimea, why the USA was destined
to become a global superpower, or why China’s power base continues to expand ever
outwards, the answers are all here.
In ten chapters (covering Russia; China; the USA; Latin America; the Middle East; Africa;
India and Pakistan; Europe; Japan and Korea; and the Arctic), using maps, essays and
occasionally the personal experiences of the widely travelled author, Prisoners of
Geography looks at the past, present and future to offer an essential insight into one of
the major factors that determines world history.

Review

Video

The Washington Post

Meet the author: Tim Marshall

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2016-2017

EOI BILBO HEO

The Girl on the Train
by Paula Hawkins
Black Swan
Genre: Thriller

EVERY DAY THE SAME
Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning and night. Every day she rattles
down the track, flashes past a stretch of cozy suburban homes, and stops at the signal
that allows her to daily watch the same couple breakfasting on their deck. She’s even
started to feel like she knows them. Jess and Jason, she calls them. Their life—as she sees
it—is perfect. Not unlike the life she recently lost.
UNTIL TODAY
And then she sees something shocking. It’s only a minute until the train moves on, but
it’s enough. Now everything’s changed. Unable to keep it to herself, Rachel goes to the
police. But is she really as unreliable as they say? Soon she is deeply entangled not only
in the investigation but in the lives of everyone involved. Has she done more harm than
good?

Literary award
Goodreads Choice Award for Mystery & Thriller (2015)
Review
npr book reviews

Video
Paula Hawkins on The Girl on the Train
Movie trailer (2016)

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2016-2017

EOI BILBO HEO

Think of a Number
by John Verdon
Penguin
Genre: Detective Fiction

Arriving in the mail over a period of weeks are taunting letters that end with a simple
declaration, “Think of any number…picture it…now see how well I know your secrets.”
Amazingly, those who comply find that the letter writer has predicted their random
choice exactly. For Dave Gurney, just retired as the NYPD’s top homicide investigator
and forging a new life with his wife, Madeleine, in upstate New York, the letters are
oddities that begin as a diverting puzzle but quickly ignite a massive serial murder
investigation.
What police are confronted with is a completely baffling killer, one who is fond of rhymes
filled with threats and warnings, whose attention to detail is unprecedented, and who
has an uncanny knack for disappearing into thin air. Even more disturbing, the scale of
his ambition seems to widen as events unfold.

Reviews
The New York Times

Video
John Verdon on Think of a Number

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2016-2017

EOI BILBO HEO

The Invention of Wings
by Sue Monk Kidd
Tinder Press
Genre: Historical Fiction

Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns
for life beyond the suffocating walls that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke
household. The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age she is meant to
do something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the limits imposed on women.
The Invention of Wings is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh birthday, when she is given
ownership of ten-year-old Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow their
remarkable journeys over the next thirty-five years, as both strive for a life of their own,
dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and forming a complex relationship marked
by guilt, defiance and the uneasy ways of love.
As the stories build to a riveting climax, Handful will endure loss and sorrow, finding
courage and a sense of self in the process. Sarah will experience crushed hopes, betrayal,
unrequited love, and ostracism before leaving Charleston to find her place alongside her
fearless younger sister, Angelina, as one of the early pioneers in the abolition and
women’s rights movements.

Literary award
Florida Book Award for General Fiction - Gold (2014)
Review
The Guardian

Video
Sue Monk Kidd on The Invention of Wings
THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2016-2017

EOI BILBO HEO

The Pearl that Broke
Its Shell
by Nadia Hashimi
Harper Collins
Genre: Historical Fiction

In Kabul, 2007, with a drug-addicted father and no brothers, Rahima and her sisters can
only sporadically attend school, and can rarely leave the house. Their only hope lies in
the ancient custom of bacha posh, which allows young Rahima to dress and be treated as
a boy until she is of marriageable age. As a son, she can attend school, go to the market,
and chaperone her older sisters.
But Rahima is not the first in her family to adopt this unusual custom. A century earlier,
her great-aunt, Shekiba, left orphaned by an epidemic, saved herself and built a new life
the same way.
Crisscrossing in time, The Pearl the Broke Its Shell interweaves the tales of these two
women separated by a century who share similar destinies. But what will happen once
Rahima is of marriageable age? Will Shekiba always live as a man? And if Rahima cannot
adapt to life as a bride, how will she survive?
Literary award
Goodreads Choice Award Nominee for Fiction & for Debut Goodreads Author (2014)
Review:
Washington Independent

Video:
Nadia Hashimi on The Pearl That Broke Its Shell

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY
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EOI BILBO HEO

Us
by David Nicholls
Hodder
Genre: Fiction

Douglas Petersen may be mild-mannered, but behind his reserve lies a sense of humor
that seduces beautiful Connie into a second date and eventually into marriage. Now,
almost three decades after their relationship first blossomed in London, they live more
or less happily in the suburbs with their moody seventeen-year-old son, Albie; then
Connie tells him she thinks she wants a divorce.
The timing couldn’t be worse. Hoping to encourage her son’s artistic interests, Connie
has planned a month-long tour of European capitals, a chance to experience the world’s
greatest works of art as a family, and she can’t bring herself to cancel. Douglas is
privately convinced that this landmark trip will rekindle the romance in the marriage
and might even help him bond with Albie.
Narrated from Douglas’s endearingly honest, witty, and achingly optimistic point of
view, Us is the story of a man trying to rescue his relationship with the woman he loves
and learning how to get closer to a son who’s always felt like a stranger.

Literary awards
Specsavers National Book Award for UK Author of the Year (2014)
Review
The Guardian

Video
David Nicholls discusses Us
THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2016-2017

EOI BILBO HEO

Mr Lynch’s Holiday
by Catherine O’Flynn
Viking
Genre: Fiction

Retired bus driver and recent widower Dermot Lynch grabs his bags from the bus's dusty
undercarriage and begins to climb the hill to his son's house. It is Dermot's first time in
Spain and the first time he's been out of Birmingham in many years. When he finally
arrives at the gates of the crumbling development, Dermot learns that Eamonn, only one
of a handful of settlers in the half-finished ghost town of Lomaverde, has fallen prey to
an alluring vision and is upside down in a dream that is slipping away.
But Dermot finds something beautiful and nostalgic in Lomaverde's decline―something
that is reminiscent of his childhood in Ireland. Soon he is the center of attention in the
tiny group of expats where paranoid speculation, goat hunting, and drinking are just
some of the ways to pass the days. As the happenings in Lomaverde take a strange turn,
father and son slowly begin to peel back their pasts, and they uncover a shocking secret
at the heart of this ad hoc community.
Mr. Lynch's Holiday gives us a story about love, connection, and a father and son finding
each other exactly when they need it most.

Review
The Independent

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY
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EOI BILBO HEO

City of Thieves
by David Benioff
Plume Books
Genre: Historical Fiction

During the Nazis’ brutal siege of Leningrad, Lev Beniov is arrested for looting and thrown
into the same cell as a handsome deserter named Kolya. Instead of being executed, Lev
and Kolya are given a shot at saving their own lives by complying with an outrageous
directive: secure a dozen eggs for a powerful Soviet colonel to use in his daughter’s
wedding cake. In a city cut off from all supplies and suffering unbelievable deprivation,
Lev and Kolya embark on a hunt through the dire lawlessness of Leningrad and behind
enemy lines to find the impossible.

Literary award
ALA Alex Award (2009)
Review
The New York Times

Video
Winter Reading Book review

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2015-2016

EOI BILBO HEO

Desert Flower
by Waris Dirie
Virago Press
Genre: Non Fiction
Autobiography

Waris Dirie ran away from her oppressive life in the African desert when she was barely
in her teens, illiterate and impoverished, with nothing to her name but a tattered shawl.
She traveled alone across the dangerous Somali desert to Mogadishu—the first leg of a
remarkable journey that would take her to London, where she worked as a house servant;
then to nearly every corner of the globe as an internationally renowned fashion model;
and ultimately to New York City, where she became a human rights ambassador for the
U.N. Desert Flower is her extraordinary story.

Reviews
CNN reviews
Feminenza

Video
Movie Trailer (2009)

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY
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EOI BILBO HEO

The Pure Gold Baby
by Margaret Drabble
Canongate Books
Genre: Fiction

Jessica Speight, a young anthropology student in 1960s London, is at the beginning of a
promising academic career when an affair with her married professor turns her into a
single mother. Anna is a pure gold baby with a delightful sunny nature. But as it becomes
clear that Anna will not be a normal child, the book circles questions of responsibility,
potential, even age, with Margaret Drabble’s characteristic intelligence, sympathy, and
wit.

Review
Npr Book reviews

Video
Margaret Drabble on The Pure Gold Baby

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2015-2016

EOI BILBO HEO

The Glass Castle
by Jeannette Walls
Scribner
Genre: Non Fiction
Memoir

The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience and redemption, and a revelatory
look into a family at once deeply dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When sober,
Jeannette's brilliant and charismatic father captured his children's imagination,
teaching them physics, geology, and how to embrace life fearlessly. But when he drank,
he was dishonest and destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who abhorred the idea of
domesticity and didn't want the responsibility of raising a family.
The Walls children learned to take care of themselves. They fed, clothed, and protected
one another, and eventually found their way to New York. Their parents followed them,
choosing to be homeless even as their children prospered.
The Glass Castle is truly astonishing--a memoir permeated by the intense love of a
peculiar but loyal family.

Literary awards
ALA Alex Award (2006)
Abraham Lincoln Award Nominee (2008)
Review: The New York Times

Video: Jeanette Walls on The Glass Castle

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2015-2016

EOI BILBO HEO

Pigeon English
by Stephen Kelman
Bloomsbury
Genre: Fiction

Eleven-year-old Harrison Opoku, the second best runner in Year 7, races through his new
life in England with his personalised trainers - the Adidas stripes drawn on with marker
pen - blissfully unaware of the very real threat around him. Newly-arrived from Ghana
with his mother and older sister Lydia, Harri absorbs the many strange elements of city
life, from the bewildering array of Haribo sweets, to the frightening, fascinating gang of
older boys from his school. But his life is changed forever when one of his friends is
murdered. As the victim's nearly new football boots hang in tribute on railings behind
fluorescent tape and a police appeal draws only silence, Harri decides to act, unwittingly
endangering the fragile web his mother has spun around her family to keep them safe.

Literary awards
Guardian First Book Award Nominee (2011),
Man Booker Prize Shortlist (2011)
Review
The Guardian

Video
Stephen Kelman on Pigeon English
Writer Stephen Kelman
THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2015-2016

EOI BILBO HEO

Before I Go to Sleep
by S J Watson
Harper
Genre: Thriller

As I sleep, my mind will erase everything I did today. I will wake up tomorrow as I did
this morning. Thinking I'm still a child, thinking I have a whole lifetime of choice ahead
of me...
Memories define us. So what if you lost yours every time you went to sleep? Your name,
your identity, your past, even the people you love--all forgotten overnight. And the one
person you trust may only be telling you half the story.
Welcome to Christine's life.

Literary awards
The Crime Writers' Association New Blood Dagger (2011),
Galaxy National Book Award for Crime & Thriller of the Year (2011)
Review
The Independent
Movie Trailer (2014)

Video
S J Watson on Before I Go to Sleep

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2014-2015

EOI BILBO HEO

Gone Girl
by Gillian Flynn
Broadway Books
Genre: Thriller

On a warm summer morning in North Carthage, Missouri, it is Nick and Amy Dunne’s
fifth wedding anniversary. Presents are being wrapped and reservations are being made
when Nick’s clever and beautiful wife disappears. Husband-of-the-Year Nick isn’t doing
himself any favors with cringe-worthy daydreams about the slope and shape of his wife’s
head, but passages from Amy's diary reveal the alpha-girl perfectionist could have put
anyone dangerously on edge. Under mounting pressure from the police and the media—
as well as Amy’s fiercely doting parents—the town golden boy parades an endless series
of lies, deceits, and inappropriate behavior. Nick is oddly evasive, and he’s definitely
bitter—but is he really a killer?

Literary awards
Barry Award Nominee for Best Novel (2013), Romantic Times Reviewers' Choice Award (RT
Award) for Suspense/Thriller Novel (2012), Edgar Award Nominee for Best Novel (2013),
Goodreads Choice for Best Mystery & Thriller (2012)
Review
The Guardian

Video
Gillian Flynn on Gone Girl
Movie Trailer (2014)
THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2014-2015

EOI BILBO HEO

The Unlikely
Pilgrimage of
Harold Fry
by Rachel Joyce
Black Swan
Genre: Fiction
Recently retired, sweet, emotionally numb Harold Fry is jolted out of his passivity by a
letter from Queenie Hennessy, an old friend, who he hasn't heard from in twenty years.
She has written to say she is in hospice and wanted to say goodbye. Leaving his tense,
bitter wife Maureen to her chores, Harold intends a quick walk to the corner mailbox to
post his reply but instead, inspired by a chance encounter, he becomes convinced he
must deliver his message in person to Queenie--who is 600 miles away--because as long
as he keeps walking, Harold believes that Queenie will not die.
So without hiking boots, rain gear, map or cell phone, one of the most endearing
characters in current fiction begins his unlikely pilgrimage across the English
countryside. Along the way, strangers stir up memories--flashbacks, often painful, from
when his marriage was filled with promise and then not, of his inadequacy as a father,
and of his shortcomings as a husband. Ironically, his wife Maureen, shocked by her
husband's sudden absence, begins to long for his presence. Is it possible for Harold and
Maureen to bridge the distance between them? And will Queenie be alive to see Harold
arrive at her door?

Literary awards
Man Booker Prize Nominee for Longlist (2012),
Rachel Joyce won the UK National Book Award for New Writer of the Year for this book.
Review
The Guardian

Video
Rachel Joyce on The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2014-2015

EOI BILBO HEO

The Book
Thief
by Markus Zusak
Black Swan
Genre: Historical Fiction
Young Adult

1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier.
Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s groundbreaking new novel is the
story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a
meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist
– books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and
shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the
Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau.
This is a small story, about: a girl, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist
fighter, and quite a lot of thievery… This is an unforgettable story about the ability of
books to feed the soul.

Literary awards
National Jewish Book Award for Children’s and Young Adult Literature (2006),
Commonwealth Writers Prize for Best Book (2006),
American Library Association’s Best Books for Young Adults (2007)
Review
The New York Times

Video
Markus Zusak on The Book Thief
Movie Trailer (2013)

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

2014-2015

EOI BILBO HEO

Heartbreak Hotel
by Deborah Moggach
Vintage Books
Genre: Humour

When retired actor Buffy decides to up sticks from London and move to rural Wales, he
has no idea what he is letting himself in for.
In possession of a run-down B&B that leans more towards the shabby than the chic and
is miles from nowhere, Buffy realises he needs to fill the beds – and fast. He has the bright
idea of running Courses for Divorces, where the newly-separated can come to his hotel
and learn the skill the other person had in the relationship.
There enter a motley collection of guests: Harold, whose wife has run off with a younger
woman; Amy, who’s been unexpectedly dumped by her (not-so) weedy boyfriend and
Andy, the hypochondriac postman whose girlfriend is much too much for him to handle.
But under Buffy’s watchful eye, this disparate group of strangers find they have more in
common than perhaps they first thought…

Review
The Telegraph
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The Betrayal
by Helen Dunmore
Penguin

Genre: Historical Fiction

Leningrad in 1952: a city recovering from war, where Andrei, a young hospital doctor
and Anna, a nursery school teacher, are forging a life together. Summers at the dacha,
preparations for the hospital ball, work and the care of sixteen year old Kolya fill their
minds. They try hard to avoid coming to the attention of the authorities, but even so
their private happiness is precarious. Stalin is still in power, and the Ministry for State
Security has new targets in its sights. When Andrei has to treat the seriously ill child
of a senior secret police officer, Volkov, he finds himself and his family caught in an
impossible game of life and death - for in a land ruled by whispers and watchfulness,
betrayal can come from those closest to you.

Literary awards
Man Booker Prize Nominee for Longlist (2010)
Reviews
The Telegraph
“Anna's too young yet to know that the past is just as real as the present, even though you have
to pretend that it isn't, and carry on towards the future.”
―Helen Dunmore, The Betrayal
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The Sense of an Ending
by Julian Barnes
Vintage Books
Genre: Fiction

Tony Webster and his clique first met Adrian Finn at school. Sex-hungry and bookhungry, they would navigate the girl-less sixth form together, trading in affectations,
in-jokes, rumour and wit. Maybe Adrian was a little more serious than the others,
certainly more intelligent, but they all swore to stay friends for life.
Now Tony is in middle age. He’s had a career and a single marriage, a calm divorce.
He’s certainly never tried to hurt anybody. Memory, though, is imperfect. It can
always throw up surprises, as a lawyer’s letter is about to prove.

Literary awards
Man Booker Prize (2011)
European Literary Award (2012)
Review
The Telegraph
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A Short History of
Tractors in Ukranian
by Marina Lewycka
Penguin
Genre: Humour

Sisters Vera and Nadezhda must put aside feuding to save their engineer father
from gold-digger Valentina. With her proclivity for satin underwear and boil-inthe-bag cuisine, she will stop at nothing in her pursuit of wealth. But the sisters'
campaign to oust Valentina unearths secrets and sends them back to roots they'd
much rather forget.

Literary awards
Bollinger Everyman Wodehouse Prize for Comic Fiction 2005
Short-listed for the 2005 Orange Prize for Fiction
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The Glass Castle
by Jeannette Walls
Virago
Genre: Non Fiction
Memoir

The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience and redemption, and a revelatory
look into a family at once deeply dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When sober,
Jeannette's brilliant and charismatic father captured his children's imagination,
teaching them physics, geology, and how to embrace life fearlessly. But when he
drank, he was dishonest and destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who abhorred
the idea of domesticity and didn't want the responsibility of raising a family.
The Walls children learned to take care of themselves. They fed, clothed, and
protected one another, and eventually found their way to New York. Their parents
followed them, choosing to be homeless even as their children prospered.
The Glass Castle is truly astonishing--a memoir permeated by the intense love of a
peculiar but loyal family.
Literary awards
ALA Alex Award (2006)
Abraham Lincoln Award Nominee (2008)
Book Review: The New York Times
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Case Histories
by Kate Atkinson
Black Swan
Genre: Crime Fiction

Case Histories is a 2004 detective novel by Kate Atkinson and set in Cambridge,
England. It introduces Jackson Brodie, a former police inspector and now private
investigator.
Case one: A little girl goes missing in the night.
Case two: A beautiful young office worker falls victim to a maniac's apparently random
attack.
Case three: A new mother finds herself trapped in a hell of her own making - with a
very needy baby and a very demanding husband - until a fit of rage creates a grisly,
bloody escape.
Thirty years after the first incident, as private investigator Jackson Brodie begins
investigating all three cases, startling connections and discoveries emerge . . .

Book review
A television adaptation of the first three books in the Brodie series was produced for the
BBC under the blanket title Case Histories (2011). Trailer of BBC Case Histories.
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Restless
by William Boyd
Bloomsbury Publishing
Genre: Historical Fiction
Espionage Thriller

It is 1939. Eva Delectorskaya is a beautiful 28-year-old Russian émigrée living in Paris.
As war breaks out she is recruited for the British Secret Service by Lucas Romer, a
mysterious Englishman, and under his tutelage she learns to become the perfect spy,
to mask her emotions and trust no one, including those she loves most. Since the war,
Eva has carefully rebuilt her life as a typically English wife and mother. But once a spy,
always a spy. Now she must complete one final assignment, and this time Eva can't do
it alone: she needs her daughter's help.

Literary awards

Costa Book Award for Novel (2006)
Review
The Independent
Video
William Boyd on Restless
Restless was made into a BBC series in 2012. Watch its trailer here.
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to stay where

God Help the Child
by Toni Morris
Vintage
Genre: Novel

"God Help the Child" by Toni Morrison revolves around the life of Bride, a
young black woman in her early twenties who has had to overcome many
obstacles in her life to become the successful business woman she is today.
When she crashes her Jaguar into a tree and breaks her ankle, she is rescued
by a married hippie couple and their “adopted” daughter Rain. Bride is a guest
of this family for six weeks, and has the chance to see what love and happiness
might look like, even as the awareness is as foreign as any she has ever
experienced. When Bride heals, she begins anew the quest to find the other
half of wholeness.

Review: The New York Times
Video: Toni Morrison Interview on "God Help the Child" (2015) (28'40")
Note: Toni Morrison won the Nobel Prize in Literature 1993.
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The Cut Out Girl
by Bart van Es
Penguin
Genre: Biography and Memoir

Dutch author Bart van Es left Holland for England many years ago, but one story
from his Dutch childhood never left him: a young Jewish girl named Lientje had
been hidden from the Nazis, handed over by her parents, and raised by her foster
family as one of their own. But then, well after the war, there was a falling out,
and they were no longer in touch. What was the girl’s side of the story, Bart
wondered? What really happened during the war, and after?
It is a story rich with contradictions. There is great bravery and generosity–first
Lientje’s parents, giving up their beloved daughter, and then the Dutch families
who face great danger from the Nazi occupation for taking Lientje and other
Jewish children in. But tidy Holland also must face a darker truth, namely that it
was more cooperative in rounding up its Jews for the Nazis than any other
Western European country; that is part of Lientje’s story too.

Review: The Guardian
Video: Bart Van Es speaks about "The Cut Out Girl" (15' 37")
Literary award: Costa Book of the Year, 2019.
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The Hate U Give
by Angie Thomas
Walker Book
Genre: Novel

Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement, this is a powerful and gripping novel
about one girl's struggle for justice.
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood
where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy
balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting
of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was
unarmed.
Throughout the weeks that follow Khalil’s death, Starr must confront not only her
own guilt and trauma, but also white classmates who imply that the officer had
done society a favor by shooting a drug dealer.
The tensions and feuds running through the novel come to a critical point when the
grand jury decides not to take the officer who shot Khalil to court, which causes
protests and riots to take over Starr’s black neighborhood.

Review: The Washington Post

Literary awards: 2018 William C. Morris Award

Official Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MM8OkVT0hw
Video: Angie Thomas speaks about her inspiration for "The Hate U Give"
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The Nowhere Child
by Christian White
Harper Collins
Genre: Thriller

On a break between teaching photography classes in Melbourne, Kim Leamy is
approached by a stranger investigating the disappearance of a little girl from
Kentucky, twenty-eight years earlier. He believes Kim is that girl. ‘Her name is
Sammy Went. This photo was taken on her second birthday.’
At first Kim brushes it off, but when she scratches the surface of her family history
in Australia, questions arise that aren’t easily answered. To find the truth, she
must travel to Sammy’s home in Kentucky, and into a dark past. As the mystery of
Sammy’s disappearance unravels and the town’s secrets are revealed, this superb
novel builds towards an electrifying climax.

Review: Goodreads The Nowhere Child
Video: Christian White speaks about his novels
Literary award: 2017 Victorian Premier's Literary Award.

THIS BOOK CAN BE BORROWED FROM THE LIBRARY

